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EXHJBIT Q‘

e kJanuary 19, 2011

, In support of the Developmental Drsablhtles Program (DDP) and the Governor s budget
; recommendatlons L S P e o

i Cha1rman Roberts and Member the Subcomrmttee I am Dennls Taylor I represent :
i Children’s Drsablhty Services, 3% community based programs that prov1de services in every
- county in Montana. Our members include: DEAP in Miles City, Hi Hi-Line Home Programs in_ :
- Glasgow, STEP in Billings, Quahty Life Concepts in Bozeman, Farmly Outreach in Helena and
- CDC inMissoula. These regional service providers offer a w1de-range of Medlcald funded o
serv1ces to chrldren and therr farmhes across the State of Montana e Sl

’1 . : :I appear before you today in support of the Developmental Drsablhtles Program (DDP) budget
T recommended by the Governor . e e :

P Over 3 1 8 Montana chrldren are rece1v1ng 1ntenswe services through the Home and Community-
- based waivers mcludmg the Chlldren S Walver Serv1ce, (CWS) and the Children’s Autism
: ,W,aiver,,(CAW)’ :

Chlldren s Dlsablhty Serv1ces supports Part C early 1ntervent10n entitlements for infants, ”blrth to
- three years of age, and contlnued fundmg for the autism waiver. There are currently over 59
chlldren served by the autlsm alver who recetve these unportant mtensrve mterv tior

In addltlon, we ask the subcémmrttee to requrre the department 1n collaboratlon Wlth families

and prov1ders to create a separated Home and Commumty -based Servrce for chlldren s servlce_,.

When Montana subrmtted it’s first Home and Community-based waiver, it was the ﬁrst waiver 1n

" ;gthe country and was des1gned for children with developmental disabilities. That orlgmal waive

~ was started in 1985 while I was administrator of the Developmental Disabilities D1ws1on and I

- am proud that 1t h‘ ‘proven so successful that now nearly thre -fourths"of that waiver funds adult
serv1ces ~

: j}Each year when a child grows out of cluldren serwces, they take W1th them, on averag ) $l6 000
_ ayear from the funds available for child and family services to the adult service allocation.
;Whlle we support the seamless transition to adult services and the cont1nu1ty of support provrded
by thrs practlce we are concerned that the funds for chlldren s services are bemg eroded year, by
. year. Unfortunately, the need for child and fam11y services contlnues to grow but the fundsto
i support theses services are transmomng to adult services at an mcreasmg pace ‘ Consequently,

s ‘Vwe urge the creatlon ofa separate walver for chlldren s servxce

pial fftherr home with their famrlles Wrthout a child and famlly servrces walver we are afrard that the

~ meager -funds for children’s services will be gobbled up by the adult service system : and that the
S department w111 not have sufflclent funds to backfill children services. W 1thout a chrldren s
et walver we wonder ]ust how l"ng 1t wﬂl be before chrldren 5 servrces d'sappear all together‘?




~ put that human face on the nnportant and necessary serv1ces that are funded in the Dlsabrl'tles
5 ,’Serv1ces D1v1310n ‘ ~ e

- ;1 Thank you for the opportumty to present our concerns and our support for the Executlve Budget

Wlthout these 1mportant child and famrly services, many of these chrldren would be inmore

restrictive and costly placements. Some children currently in foster care receiving these chrld

and famﬂy services came from out of state institutions or group homes. Children rece1v1ng S
services make huge gains and many in the autlsm walver w111 not be ehglble for servrces aﬂer the e
. threeyearmterventlon e il o ;’,,jy £

: ‘W1thout the professmnal and famlly-based help from our Chlld and fam1ly services provrders e
_few Montana families would have the economic resources tor meet the needs of the1r chlld or. S
. chlldren w1th dlsablhtles o . Cnl e

| ,’ Please support the Developmental Dlsabrhtles Program budget Thank you for your patlence and» o < -
- attention this morning. We hope that the testimony presented by people from all across state will e




Chlldren s Dlsablllty Servrces

A professronal association of agencies who provide serv1ces to,
| chlldren w1th dlsabllrtles and therr famlhes

2011 Leglslatlve Sessron Agenda

o Chlldren 'S Dlsablhty Servrces Provrders o

Hl-Lme Home Programs, Inc Glasgow :
chk Thompson, Executive Drrector ] 0

o : 1ck@hrlmehomeprograms org

DBAP Mlles Clty i
Sylv1a Danforth, Executive Dlrector =
sdanforth@deaomt org deiia

e STEP Inc Brlhngs
Erlka Willis, Executive Dlrector
iy enkaw@sten—mc org

i ':;f “Quallty ere Concepts Inc Great Falls
" Merlin Gllham, CEO
MerhnG@qlc-gtf orz

‘"Regron IV Fam11y Outreach Inc Helena
Sand1 Marrsdotter, Executlve Drrector =

CDC---Chlld Development Center Mrssoula
CI‘IS Volinkaty, Executive Director .
cvolmkatv@chllddevcenter org

Chlldren s Drsablllty Servrces 2011 Leg slatlve Pnormes

Sunnort Part C Early intervention services exnansron o
L ’; - ~Early 1ntervent10n entltlement for mfants bnth to o
e three)
¢ Ll Sum)ort contmued fun_d_g for the Autlsm warver
50 children served statewrde recelvmg mtensrve
| intervemtion. = e
e Sugport the creation of a separate warver fo
o chrldren sservices. ¢ e
A program with no addltlonal cost that better meets
~ the needs of chlldren hvmg at home w1th therr
*fam111es i i
SuDDort a nrovrder rate mcrease




